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Course Description 

 
Throughout the US History curriculum students will be able to construct compelling questions and 

determine the proper sources that can help answer those questions.  They will apply a variety of historical 

thinking skills that include analysis of historical events for change, continuity and context.  They will 

identify various perspectives in history, understanding diversity, and interpret historical sources to be 

used as evidence in their arguments.  Finally they will be able to draw their own conclusions from a solid 

base of historical inquiry and research. 

 

 

Course Resources 
➢ Out of Many: A History of the American People AP Edition 

Supplemental Texts & websites 

➢ Taking Sides: Clashing Views in United States History Volume 1  (US I) & 2 (US II) 

➢ New York Times Upfront: http://upfront.scholastic.com/ 

➢ Gilder Lehrman Institute for American History https://www.gilderlehrman.org/  

➢ Hamilton Education Program 

➢ Amistad Commission Curriculum https://www.njamistadcurriclum.net  

➢ University of Virginia Center for Politics: Youth Leadership Initiative: 

www.youthleadership.net  

➢ Stanford History Education Group: Reading Like a Historian: https://sheg.stanford.edu/   

➢ Beyond the Bubble http://beyondthebubble.stanford.edu/  

➢ Council for Economic Education www.econedlink.org   

➢ Discovery Education (video clips to support Stanford History Education Group lessons 

 

Pacing Guide 

 

Unit Titles  Time Frame  

Unit One: Colonization, Revolution, & The 

Constitution (1491-1800)  

10 Weeks  

Unit Two:  New Nation:  Expansion & 

Reform (1800-1850)   

 

8 Weeks  

Unit Three:  The Civil War & 

Reconstruction  (1850-1877) 

8 Weeks  

Unit Four:  The Development of Industrial 

United States and the Emergence of Modern 

America   

6 Weeks  

Unit Five:  WWI & the Roaring Twenties  4 Weeks  

 

 

https://www.gilderlehrman.org/
https://www.njamistadcurriclum.net/
http://www.youthleadership.net/
https://sheg.stanford.edu/
http://beyondthebubble.stanford.edu/
http://www.econedlink.org/


 

Unit 1 – Colonization, Revolution, & The Constitution  

10 Weeks  

 

Unit Overview  

Students will be able to explain the development of early American culture through an analysis of early 

Native Americans, European powers, Colonial settlements, political rights, the Slave trade and the 

development of the American Revolution.  Students will discuss the outcomes of the American 

Revolution and interpret the United States Constitution and its ability resolve historical problems and deal 

with future problems. 

All lessons that align to the Amistad Curriculum will be indicated with a blue star next to the 
essential learning objectives.     
 

Essential Questions 

 
➢ How does power influence those within the society?   

➢ How does early American culture change throughout time?  

➢ How did the American Revolution affect the U.S. Constitution?   
 

Essential Learning Outcomes 

 

➢ *Students will be able to explain the development of early American culture through an analysis 

of early Native Americans, European powers, Colonial settlements, political rights, the Slave 

trade and the development of the American Revolution.   

➢ *Students will discuss the outcomes of the American Revolution and interpret the United States 

Constitution and its ability resolve historical problems and deal with future problems. 

 

Technology Infusion 

 
➢ 8.1.12.A.1 Create a personal digital portfolio that reflects personal and academic interests, 

achievements, and career aspirations by using a variety of digital tools and resources. Select and 

use applications effectively and productively.  

➢ 8.1.12.A.2 Produce and edit a multi-page digital document for a commercial or professional 

audience and present it to peers and/or professionals in that related area for review. 

➢ 8.1.12.D.1 Demonstrate appropriate application of copyright, fair use and/or Creative Commons 

to an original work. Demonstrate personal responsibility for lifelong learning. 

 

Standards Addressed 
➢ 6.1.12.C.1.a Explain how economic ideas and the practices of mercantilism and capitalism 

conflicted during this time period.  

➢ 6.1.12.C.1.b Determine the extent to which natural resources, labor systems (i.e., the use of 

indentured servants, African slaves, and immigrant labor), and entrepreneurship contributed to 

economic development in the American colonies. 

 

Differentiation 
➢ Encourage students to make transformations- use a common task or item in a different way 

➢ Provide graphic organizers for additional support or encourage students to create digital 

multimedia to showcase knowledge 



➢ Encourage students to explore concepts in depth and encourage independent studies or 

investigations. 

➢ Modeling or independent student led research   

➢ Encourage creative expression and thinking by allowing students to choose how to approach 

a problem or assignment. 

➢ Invite students to explore different points of view on a topic of study and compare the two. 

➢ Extended time for revisions or opportunity to identify and develop areas of personal interest 

➢ Use of visual aids or student led development of visual aids 

 

Assessments 
➢ Vocabulary quiz, AP Short Answer Questions 

➢ AP Free response essay 

➢ AP Document Based Questions (essay) 

➢ Multiple Choice Questions (Document Based) 

➢ Beyond the Bubble http://beyondthebubble.stanford.edu/  

 

21st Century Learning Connection 
➢ 9.1.12.A.1 Apply critical thinking and problem-solving strategies during structured learning 

experiences. 

➢ 9.1.12.C.2 Analyze the common traits of effective state, national, or international leaders. 

➢ 9.1.12.C.3 Explain why some current and/or past world leaders have had a greater impact on 

people and society than others, regardless of their countries of origin. 

 

Unit 2 New Nation:  Expansion & Reform (1800-1850)   

Eight Weeks  

 

Overview  
Students will connect the development of America on the frontier as well as the regions of the east coast 

and the deep-south with the spread of transportation and other technological innovations.   

Students will also empathize with the experience of slaves and free blacks as well as assess the 

contribution Manifest Destiny in the development of the Civil War and Modern America. 

All lessons that align to the Amistad Curriculum will be indicated with a blue star next to the 
essential learning objectives.     
 

Essential Questions 

➢ How do people move and what is the impact of colonization? 

➢ How can growth lead to conflict? 

 

Essential Learning Outcomes 
➢ Students will connect the development of America on the frontier as well as the regions of the 

east coast and the deep-south with the spread of transportation and other technological 

innovations.   

➢ *Students will be able to empathize with the experience of slaves and free blacks as well as 

assess the contribution Manifest Destiny in the development of the Civil War and Modern 

America. 

 

Technology Infusion 

http://beyondthebubble.stanford.edu/


➢ 8.1.12.A.1 Create a personal digital portfolio that reflects personal and academic interests, 

achievements, and career aspirations by using a variety of digital tools and resources. Select and 

use applications effectively and productively.  

➢ 8.1.12.A.2 Produce and edit a multi-page digital document for a commercial or professional 

audience and present it to peers and/or professionals in that related area for review. 

➢ 8.1.12.D.1 Demonstrate appropriate application of copyright, fair use and/or Creative Commons 

to an original work. Demonstrate personal responsibility for lifelong learning. 

 

Standards Addressed 
➢ 6.1.12.A.2.e Examine the emergence of early political parties and their views on centralized 

government and foreign affairs, and compare these positions with those of today’s political 

parties.  

➢ 6.1.12.B.2.a Analyze how the United States has attempted to account for regional differences 

while also striving to create an American identity. 

➢ 6.1.12.A.3.a Assess the influence of Manifest Destiny on foreign policy during different time 

periods in American history. 

➢ 6.1.12.C.3.a Analyze how technological developments transformed the economy, created 

international markets, and affected the environment in New Jersey and the nation. 

➢ 6.1.12.D.3.a Determine how expansion created opportunities for some and hardships for others by 

considering multiple perspectives. 
 

Differentiation 
➢ Encourage students to make transformations- use a common task or item in a different way 

➢ Provide graphic organizers for additional support or encourage students to create digital 

multimedia to showcase knowledge 

➢ Encourage students to explore concepts in depth and encourage independent studies or 

investigations. 

➢ Modeling or independent student led research   

➢ Encourage creative expression and thinking by allowing students to choose how to approach 

a problem or assignment. 

➢ Invite students to explore different points of view on a topic of study and compare the two. 

➢ Extended time for revisions or opportunity to identify and develop areas of personal interest 

➢ Use of visual aids or student led development of visual aids 

 

Assessments 
➢ Vocabulary quiz, AP Short Answer Questions 

➢ AP Free response essay 

➢ AP Document Based Questions (essay) 

➢ Multiple Choice Questions (Document Based) 

➢ Beyond the Bubble http://beyondthebubble.stanford.edu/  

 

21st Century Learning Connection 
➢ 9.1.12.A.1 Apply critical thinking and problem-solving strategies during structured learning 

experiences. 

➢ 9.1.12.C.2 Analyze the common traits of effective state, national, or international leaders. 

➢ 9.1.12.C.3 Explain why some current and/or past world leaders have had a greater impact on 

people and society than others, regardless of their countries of origin. 

 

http://beyondthebubble.stanford.edu/


 

Unit 3 – The Civil War & Reconstruction (1850-1877) 

Eight Weeks  

 

Overview  

Students will explore the American desire to move west and understand the motivations that helped 

America grow also threatened to tear it apart in a bloody Civil War. 

All lessons that align to the Amistad Curriculum will be indicated with a blue star next to the 
essential learning objectives.     
 

Essential Questions 

➢ How is it determined if a country goes to war?  What are the preliminary steps to take prior to 

making the overarching decision?  

➢ What makes people equal? How do we guarantee that; through what measures? 

 

Essential Learning Outcomes 

 

➢ Students will explore the American desire to move west and understand the motivations that 

helped America grow also threatened to tear it apart in a bloody Civil War. 

➢ *Students will analyze the ways in which prevailing attitudes, socioeconomic factors, and 

government actions (i.e., the Fugitive Slave Act and Dred Scott Decision) in the North and South 

(i.e., Secession) led to the Civil War. 

 

Technology Infusion 

 
➢ 8.1.12.A.1 Create a personal digital portfolio that reflects personal and academic interests, 

achievements, and career aspirations by using a variety of digital tools and resources. Select and 

use applications effectively and productively.  

➢ 8.1.12.A.2 Produce and edit a multi-page digital document for a commercial or professional 

audience and present it to peers and/or professionals in that related area for review. 

➢ 8.1.12.D.1 Demonstrate appropriate application of copyright, fair use and/or Creative Commons 

to an original work. Demonstrate personal responsibility for lifelong learning. 

 

Standards Addressed 
➢ 6.1.12.A.4.a Analyze the ways in which prevailing attitudes, socioeconomic factors, and 

government actions (i.e., the Fugitive Slave Act and Dred Scott Decision) in the North and South 

(i.e., Secession) led to the Civil War. 

➢ 6.1.12.A.4.c Judge the effectiveness of the 13th, 14th, and 15th Amendments in obtaining 

citizenship and equality for African Americans.  

➢ 6.1.12.C.4.a Assess the role that economics played in enabling the North and South to wage war 

Differentiation 
➢ Encourage students to make transformations- use a common task or item in a different way 

➢ Provide graphic organizers for additional support or encourage students to create digital 

multimedia to showcase knowledge 

➢ Encourage students to explore concepts in depth and encourage independent studies or 

investigations. 

➢ Modeling or independent student led research   



➢ Encourage creative expression and thinking by allowing students to choose how to approach 

a problem or assignment. 

➢ Invite students to explore different points of view on a topic of study and compare the two. 

➢ Extended time for revisions or opportunity to identify and develop areas of personal interest 

➢ Use of visual aids or student led development of visual aids 

 

Assessments 
➢ Vocabulary quiz, AP Short Answer Questions 

➢ AP Free response essay 

➢ AP Document Based Questions (essay) 

➢ Multiple Choice Questions (Document Based) 

➢ Beyond the Bubble http://beyondthebubble.stanford.edu/  

 

21st Century Learning Connection 
➢ 9.1.12.A.1 Apply critical thinking and problem-solving strategies during structured learning 

experiences. 

➢ 9.1.12.C.2 Analyze the common traits of effective state, national, or international leaders. 

➢ 9.1.12.C.3 Explain why some current and/or past world leaders have had a greater impact on 

people and society than others, regardless of their countries of origin. 

 

Unit 4 – The Development of Industrial United States and the Emergence of Modern 

America  

Six Weeks  

 

Overview  

Students will understand the role industrialization plays in the development of American Identity. 

Americans are affected economically, culturally and demographically. 

All lessons that align to the Amistad Curriculum will be indicated with a blue star next to the 
essential learning objectives.     
Essential Questions 

➢ How is it decided which goods are produced?  

➢ How is it determined what makes a citizen rich or poor? 

➢ How does the government play in the economy?  What is the role of the government in the 

overall economic structure?  

Essential Learning Outcomes 

➢ *Students will understand the role industrialization plays in the development of American 

Identity. Americans are affected economically, culturally and demographically. 

 

Technology Infusion 
➢ 8.1.12.A.1 Create a personal digital portfolio that reflects personal and academic interests, 

achievements, and career aspirations by using a variety of digital tools and resources. Select and 

use applications effectively and productively.  

➢ 8.1.12.A.2 Produce and edit a multi-page digital document for a commercial or professional 

audience and present it to peers and/or professionals in that related area for review. 

➢ 8.1.12.D.1 Demonstrate appropriate application of copyright, fair use and/or Creative Commons 

to an original work. Demonstrate personal responsibility for lifelong learning. 

http://beyondthebubble.stanford.edu/


 

Standards Addressed 
➢ 6.1.12.A.5.a Assess the impact of governmental efforts to regulate industrial and financial 

systems in order to provide economic stability. 

➢ 6.1.12.C.5.a Analyze the economic practices of corporations and monopolies regarding the 

production and marketing of goods, and determine the positive or negative impact of these 

practices on individuals and the nation and the need for government regulations. 

➢ 6.1.12.A.6.a Evaluate the effectiveness of Progressive reforms in preventing unfair business 

practices and political corruption and in promoting social justice.  

➢ 6.1.12.B.6.b Compare and contrast issues involved in the struggle between the unregulated 

development of natural resources and efforts to conserve and protect natural resources during the 

period of industrial expansion. 
 

Differentiation 
➢ Encourage students to make transformations- use a common task or item in a different way 

➢ Provide graphic organizers for additional support or encourage students to create digital 

multimedia to showcase knowledge 

➢ Encourage students to explore concepts in depth and encourage independent studies or 

investigations. 

➢ Modeling or independent student led research   

➢ Encourage creative expression and thinking by allowing students to choose how to approach 

a problem or assignment. 

➢ Invite students to explore different points of view on a topic of study and compare the two. 

➢ Extended time for revisions or opportunity to identify and develop areas of personal interest 

➢ Use of visual aids or student led development of visual aids 

 

Assessments 
➢ Vocabulary quiz, AP Short Answer Questions 

➢ AP Free response essay 

➢ AP Document Based Questions (essay) 

➢ Multiple Choice Questions (Document Based) 

➢ Beyond the Bubble http://beyondthebubble.stanford.edu/  

 

21st Century Learning Connection 
➢ 9.1.12.A.1 Apply critical thinking and problem-solving strategies during structured learning 

experiences. 

➢ 9.1.12.C.2 Analyze the common traits of effective state, national, or international leaders. 

➢ 9.1.12.C.3 Explain why some current and/or past world leaders have had a greater impact on 

people and society than others, regardless of their countries of origin. 

 

Unit 5 – WWI & the Roaring Twenties   

5 Weeks  

Overview  

Students will make sense of the changing social, economic, technological and political landscape of the 

1920s and debate their long lasting effects. 

All lessons that align to the Amistad Curriculum will be indicated with a blue star next to the 
essential learning objectives.     

http://beyondthebubble.stanford.edu/


 

Essential Questions 

➢ How does America balance its role in the world? 

➢ How should America get involved in the social, economic, technological, and political landscape 

of the 1920’s? 

 

Essential Learning Outcomes 

➢ Students will make sense of the changing social, economic, technological and  political landscape 

of the 1920s and debate their long lasting effects. 

➢ *Students will evaluate the extent to which women, minorities, individuals with gender 

preferences, and individuals with disabilities have met their goals of equality in the workplace, 

politics, and society. 

 

Technology Infusion 
➢ 8.1.12.A.1 Create a personal digital portfolio that reflects personal and academic interests, 

achievements, and career aspirations by using a variety of digital tools and resources. Select and 

use applications effectively and productively.  

➢ 8.1.12.A.2 Produce and edit a multi-page digital document for a commercial or professional 

audience and present it to peers and/or professionals in that related area for review. 

➢ 8.1.12.D.1 Demonstrate appropriate application of copyright, fair use and/or Creative Commons 

to an original work. Demonstrate personal responsibility for lifelong learning. 

 

Standards Addressed 
➢ 6.1.12.A.7.a Analyze the reasons for the policy of neutrality regarding World War I, and explain 

why the United States eventually entered the war. 

➢ 6.1.12.D.7.a Evaluate the effectiveness of Woodrow Wilson’s leadership during and immediately 

after World War I.  

➢ 6.1.12.A.8.c Relate social intolerance, xenophobia, and fear of anarchists to government policies 

restricting immigration, advocacy, and labor organizations. 

➢ 6.1.12.C.8.a Analyze the push-pull factors that led to the Great Migration.  

➢ 6.1.12.C.8.b Relate social, cultural, and technological changes in the interwar period to the rise of 

a consumer economy and the changing role and status of women.  

➢ 6.1.12.D.8.a Explain why the Great Migration led to heightened racial tensions, restrictive laws, a 

rise in repressive organizations, and an increase in violence. 

➢ 6.1.12.D.14.d Evaluate the extent to which women, minorities, individuals with gender 

preferences, and individuals with disabilities have met their goals of equality in the workplace, 

politics, and society.  
 

 

Differentiation 
➢ Encourage students to make transformations- use a common task or item in a different way 

➢ Provide graphic organizers for additional support or encourage students to create digital 

multimedia to showcase knowledge 

➢ Encourage students to explore concepts in depth and encourage independent studies or 

investigations. 

➢ Modeling or independent student led research   

➢ Encourage creative expression and thinking by allowing students to choose how to approach 

a problem or assignment. 

➢ Invite students to explore different points of view on a topic of study and compare the two. 



➢ Extended time for revisions or opportunity to identify and develop areas of personal interest 

➢ Use of visual aids or student led development of visual aids 

 

Assessments 
➢ Vocabulary quiz, AP Short Answer Questions 

➢ AP Free response essay 

➢ AP Document Based Questions (essay) 

➢ Multiple Choice Questions (Document Based) 

➢ Beyond the Bubble http://beyondthebubble.stanford.edu/  

 

 

21st Century Learning Connection 
➢ 9.1.12.A.1 Apply critical thinking and problem-solving strategies during structured learning 

experiences. 

➢ 9.1.12.C.2 Analyze the common traits of effective state, national, or international leaders. 

➢ 9.1.12.C.3 Explain why some current and/or past world leaders have had a greater impact on 

people and society than others, regardless of their countries of origin. 

 

http://beyondthebubble.stanford.edu/

